m                         HARVEST FROM THE DESERT

later days. He subsequently retired as Chiel
Engineer of the U. P. Government, and to-day holds
the high office of Pro-Vice-Chanccllor of the Benares
Hindu University as Raja Jawala Parshad, It is to
his accurate and vivid memory that we are mainly
indebted for the anecdotes relating to work at the
Darbar.

" A most piquant situation arose '* he tells us,
M when at the very last minute it was discovered
that a very reputable firm who had undertaken to
supply cloth to cover the passage between the
Diwan-i-Khas and the Diwan-i-Am had failed to
do so. This gave rise to a serious crisis, as the
Dinner was going to be held in the Diwan-i-Khas, and
the dance was arranged in the Diwan-i-Am, The
lack of this passage in the best style would have
meant the failure of arrangements in the most
conspicuous and embarrassing manner Ganga Ram's
mettle was once again tested, and, as usual he faced
the trial unmoved. To improvise a passage he ex-
tended the Diwan-i-Am itself by imitation pillars mod
an imitation root Those who taw the imposing
grandeur of the Diwan-i-Am will realise the magni-
tude of the task Boldly undertaken it was carried
through successfully and added to the decorative
value of the

With such gigantic preparations afoot,  per
situations were bound to crop uprouad

every comer.  Raja Jawala Prasad relates another
feddent, with a twinkle in his eye.   When the